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1) What is the purpose of the study?  

2) Are there any concerns about the inclusion/exclusion criteria in this study (i.e. What patients can we not apply this study to)? 

3) The authors mention initial stratification based on the investigator’s clinical decision.   What is the problem with this (with regard to this particular study)?
4) What do you think of the dosage of NTG in this study? Do you think there would have been different results had a higher dose been used?

5) What is the rationale behind the crossover of the placebo patients after 3 hours?

6) The study mentions that the patients’ dyspnea and global clinical status were assessed using a non-validated symptom scale. Is this a concern? Why? 

7) Calculate the NNT for each of the statistically significant adverse events in table 4 (Here’s a website w/a NNT calculator : http://araw.mede.uic.edu/cgi-bin/nntcalc.pl). 

Take home messages:

8) What did you learn about nesiritide use in decompensated CHF?  Would you use nesiritide instead of NTG to manage your patients with decompensated CHF? 

